Healing Praver (a praver of authority)

Prayer is the conduit through which power from heaven is brought to earth.
-Ole Hallesby

God joyfully employs an infinite variety of means to bring health and well-being to
his people. —Richard Foster

1.) Do you believe that prayer can serve as a viable initiative for healing to occur,
even given the advances of technology and medicine today? Why or why not?

Luke 9:1-2.6

"When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority
to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, “and he sent them out to preach the
kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 5So they set out and went from village to
village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.

John 14:12-14

1 tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.
He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

B And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to
the Father. "*You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

2.) If Christ has granted us the authority “to drive out all demons and to cure
diseases” and to “do even greater things than these,” why might we want to start out
praying for healing in a simple fashion? How do your thoughts developed from last
week on unanswered prayer come into play here? Why do you tend not to pray for
healing?

Foster offers four progressive steps as a simple approach to healing prayer*:
* compassionately listen with discernment and prudence” to the issue at hand;
* in clearness of what is needed, ask faithfully for God’s healing to come,
speaking a definite, straight-forward declaration of what is to be (with no ifs,
ands or buts);
* with confident assurance in the faithfulness of God, believe and trust with
our body, mind and spirit that what we have asked for will come to pass;
* in gratitude, thank God for what will be by the mercy and grace of God.

3.) What is it about having compassion towards the sick that is important in praying
with authority for healing? Do you believe that our level of compassion affects our
prayers for healing such that God’s likeliness to heal those for whom we’re praying
hinges upon it? Why or why not?

* paraphrased from Richard Foster’s Prayer; italics added.
** prudence means practical common sense, taking the trouble to think out what you are doing and what is likely
to come of it. —C.S. Lewis

4.) How is discernment coupled with prudence in healing prayer? Are there situations
in which one should not pray for healing?

James 5:14
Ys any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him
and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.

5.) In healing prayer as is portrayed in James 5:14, the anointing with oil requires
physical contact; why might the laying on of hands be important in praying for
healing?

6.) Does your art empower others to seek or pray for healing? If so, how might it
portray the characteristics of compassion, discernment and prudence?

This is prayer, alright, but it is the prayer of command. This kind of prayer is peppered
all through Jesus’ ministry. He compelled the wind and the waves to stop, saying
“Quiet, be still!” He commanded the lepers, “Be clean.” He touched blind eyes,

saying, “Be opened.” To deaf ears he said the same: “Be opened.” To the paralytic,
he ordered, “Get up.” At the grave of his friend Lazarus he commanded, “Come
forth.” To demonic spirits her ordered, “Come out.” ... Not only did Jesus exercise
the prayer of command, he also delegated this same authority to others.
—Richard Foster

3 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to
move on. '® Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water
so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.

-Exodus 14:15-16

1] tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,’
and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be
done for him.

-Mark 11:23

Discussion Guidelines:

1. Allow everyone a chance to speak. If you are bursting with ideas and tend to share a
lot — great — but occasionally pause a bit before you go, sometimes the quieter ones
are just waiting for their chance and they need a little space before they go.

2. Respect the opinions of others, and refrain from giving advice.

3. Keep discussion focused on the material being studied.

4. Maintain the confidentiality of personal things shared within the group.

The Haven mission statement is:
To empower artists to influence the culture for Christ.




